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Kenya 


President Gives ‘Moi Day’ Address 10 Oct 


EA1010182295 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1300 GMT 10 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today said that those agitating for an aid 
freeze to Kenya were committing a crime and could be 
prosecuted. The president expressed concern that some 
people in the opposition were roaming western capi- 
tals in a bid to discourage donors from releasing fur- 
ther aid to the country. The president singled out Dr. 
Richard Leakey and a Nairobi businessman and oppo- 
sition activist, Robert Shaw, as some of those people at 
the forefront of the evil campaign. The president fur- 
ther said that the two, who professed to know Kenya 
more than the indigenous Kenyans, were roaming the 
western world, purporting to be championing the cause 
of the common wananchi [citizen]. President Moi ob- 
served that through their wicked intentions, the pair had 
even gone further and insulted him through the inter- 
national media organizations to discredit him and the 
government. President Moi was addressing the nation 
from Nyayo national stadium, where he led Kenyans to 
mark this year’s Moi Day. 


Noting that he was neither a racist nor harbored ill 
feelings against anybody, the head of state explained 
that he had all along been fighting the subjugation of 
Africans. The president further said that Kenya should 
be respected as a sovereign country and should therefore 
not be dictated to by the developed world. President Moi 
also criticized the opposition for allowing foreigners to 
be their spokesmen, adding that the foreigners could not 
be authoritative enough on African affairs. 


The president recalled that he had cautioned Kenyans 
that the advent of multipartyism would polarize 
Kenyans and divide them along ethnic lines. It was as 
a result of this, the president said, that he had been 
preaching for unity among all Kenyans. 


On the Rwandan situation, the head of state explained 
that he wanted his conscience to be clear and, as a 
result, insisted that the causes which led to the Rwanda 
genocide be unearthed. President Moi also said the 
alleged perpetrators of the genocide said to be hiding 
in Kenya will not be shielded from prosecution. The 
president further said that he was not against the 
international tribunal appointed to try the perpetrators 
of the Rwanda genocide as alleged by the international 
community, but against any cover-up. [passage omitted] 
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Releases Nearly 11,000 Convicts 


EA1010183295 Nairobi Fenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1300 GMT 10 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Daniel arap Moi 
has released 10,898 prisoners to mark Moi Day. Those 
released are petty offenders serving jail terms of six 
months and below. Also released are those offenders 
serving longer terms but have a balance of six months 
and below. He made the announcement during the 
luncheon he hosted at State House Nairobi to mark Moi 
Day. 


Somalia 


Atto’s Militiamen Seize Key Airport From Aidid 


AB1110110095 Paris AFP in English 
1054 GMT 11 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Mogadishu, Oct 11 (AFP) — 
Militiamen loyal to faction leader Osman Hassan Ali 
"Atto" wrested control of a key airport in Somalia 
Wednesday {11 October] from warlord Mohamed Farah 
Aidid, Osman Atto announced. 


The fighting left at least two gunmen dead and nine 
wounded, he said. 


It was the first major battle reported between the two 
factions since Osman Atto split with Aidid — accusing 
him of being a “warmonger" — as UN troops withdrew 
from this lawless Horn of Africa nation last March. 


With the main Mogadishu airport closed, the capture 
of the Ballidogle airport, 90 kilometres (55 miles) 
southwest of Mogadishu, leaves General Aidid with 
the use only of a dusty airfield known as K-50, 50 
kilometres (30 miles) from the capital. 


Aidid’s Defence Chief Said Planning To Defect 


AB0910200295 Paris AFP in English 
1628 GMT 9 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Mogadishu, 9 Oct (AFP) — 
A Mogadishu newspaper Monday [9 October] published 
a letter purportedly written by Colonel Ahmed Omar 
Jays to announce he was planning to quit as warlord 
Mohamed Farah Aidid’s "defence minister.” 


The letter, stamped “confidential,” was addressed to the 
Kenyan Armed Forces chief of general staff, General 
Mahamoud Mohamed, but his office in Nairobi could 
not confirm Monday that such a letter had been received. 


Both men are of the Ogaden clan, present in both 
north-east Kenya and south-east Somalia. Jays controls 
the lower Juba Valley region of south Somalia, and 
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his militiamen are on the outskirts of the port city 
of Kismaayo, held by General Mohamed Said Hirsi 
"Morgan," a bitter rival who was a son-in-law of late 
dictator Mohamed Siad Barre. 


General Aidid, whose supporters elected him “interim 
president" of Somalia in June, sent armed batile-wagons 
to Jays in July for an attack on Kismaayo, but it did not 
finally come about. [passage omitted] 


Aidid and Jays were old friends and comrades in battle. 
But Jays complained in his letter, published by the 
XOG-OGAAL newspaper, of a visit to Kismaayo by 
Mohamed Hagi Aden, one of Aidid’s "vice presidents," 
and of Aidid’s policies in the region generally. 


He asked the Kenyan chief of staff to meet him at 
the border town of Doblei, where he said he would 
explain his defection in detail. Jays also wrote to Aidid, 
according to reliable sources here, to inform him that he 
was shifting his headquarters to Afmadow, in the south. 


Absame subclans removed Jays early this year from his 
position as chairman of the Somali Patriotic Movement/ 
Somali National Alliance faction, replacing him with 
his former deputy, Colonel Ahmed Hashi Mahamoud. 
[passage omitted] 


Tanzania 


OAU, Rwandan Officials Urge Refugees To Go 
Home 


EA0810172295 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 0400 GMT 8 Oct 95 


([FBIS Translated Text} Leaders of the Government of 
Rwanda and a delegate of the OAU, who are visiting 
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Kagera region, liave begun trying to persuade Rwandan 
refugees to return home, as their country has become 
calm and peaceful. 


The leaders said a total of 400 hectares of land had been 
set aside for the refugees whose ancestral areas had been 
taken over by other refugees who had returned home 
earlier. They said certain areas remain unoccupied, as 
the refugees would find out when they returned. 


During the meeting, the Kagera regional commissioner, 
Mr. Philip Mangula, told the refugees that the UN 
had failed to maintain them in the camps. He said the 
assistance provided to them by the UN had continued 
to decline daily, making them a burden on Tanzania. 


The public meeting involved Hutu refugees from 
Rwanda camped at (Benako), (Lumasi) and (Nzuhula) 
in Ngara District. The meeting was also attended 
by officials from the Government of Rwanda and a 
delegate from the OAU, Ambassador (Deli). 


a report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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De Klerk Kicks Off NP Local Elections Campaign 


MBO0610143595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1413 GMT 6 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) KROONSTAD Oct 6 SAPA 
— National Party [NP] leader and Deputy President 
FW de Klerk on Friday (6 October] kicked off his 
party’s local government elections "road-show”" with the 
presentation of four water tanks to a primary school in 
the Free State. 


The casually dressed De Klerk was greeted by blaring 
music from 350W speakers and hundreds of jiving chil- 
dren as he arrived with his wife Marike at Boikemisetso 
higher primary school in Kroonstad. 


The NP wanted to work together with other parties to 
bring about a better life for all South Africans, he told 
the crowd. 


By identifying the need for water at the school, De Klerk 
said, the NP had proved it wanted to be helpful, not 
attract votes, because children could not vote. He urged 
the children to study hard and tell their parents to vote 
for whichever candidate they preferred. 


Until the erection of the four 2,000-litre water tanks this 
week, children at the school had to bring drinking water 
from home and go to the toilet in a nearby field. 


"It was scandalous," said principal Arthur Rakhetla. 
"This water meets a desperate need." 


Sees Growing Black Support for NP 


MBO0710174095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2202 GMT 06 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] WELKOM Oct 6 SAPA — 
NP [National Party] leader and deputy president FW 
de Klerk Friday declared himself happy with growing 
support for his party from blacks. "Things are happening 
on the ground. People now realise they have a choice," 
he said at the end of a day of election campaigning in 
black and coloured areas of the Free State. 


Unlike NP attempts to campaign in black areas before 
last year’s election, there was no sign of opposition as 
the De Klerk roadshow arrived in Kroonstad’s Maokeng 
township and Bultfontein’s Phahameng where the NP 
leader officially opened a new party office. "I feel and 
see we are making good progress...it shows growth 
in NP support. Tolerance has grown...South Africa is 
winning the fight against intimidation which is good 
news for a multi-party democracy,” De Klerk told 
journalists. 


The NP was on the warpath and would not allow itself 
to be intimidated, he said earlier at a campaign meeting 
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in Bronville. "We will walk this road until we are the 
strongest party.” 


Views Cabinet ‘Confidentiality’ 


MBO0710175495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1728 GMT 07 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) WELKOM Oct 7 SAPA — 
Deputy President and National Party [NP] leader F W 
de Klerk has accused the ANC of jeopardising Cabinet 
confidentiality and has called for firm rules to guide 
ministers on their dual role as members of rival political 
parties in the government of national unity. 


Speaking to journalists on his election campaign through 
the Free State on Saturday, de Klerk warned that the 
NP could be forced to say "what really happened” if 
the ANC told “untrue stories" about what went on in 
Cabinet meetings. 


He was responding to claims by Gauteng Premier Tokyo 
Sexwale that De Klerk backed government policy in 
Cabinet and criticised it in public. 


NP Cabinet ministers and ANC ministers, he said, were 
vocal in Cabinet about the failure of some departments 
to deliver. Sexwale’s allegations were “nonsense”, as 
were Claims that the NP was responsible for the recent 
spate of illegal industrial actions. "I don’t wani to reach 
the stage where confidentiality of Cabinet is at risk. We 
want proper rules in Cabinet and a fundamental discus- 
sion to settle how parties will deal with confidentiality ... 
and maintain their political profile and be critical where 
necessary." 


Relationships between parties in Cabinet need not be 
"cosy, warm and unstrained all the time", De Klerk 
said, "but we must rise above petty party politics and 
seek a Clear framework. [no closing quotation marks as 
received] 


This had proved successful for coalition governments in 
other countries. 


On his relationship with President Nelson Mandela, he 
said it was not necessary for them to have a warm 
relationship. "It is necessary to have a professional 
relationship." 


Says ANC Image ‘in Tatters’ 


MBO0710204495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2032 GMT 07 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} RUSTENBURG Oct 7 SAPA 
— National Party [NP] leader and Deputy President F 
W de Klerk on Saturday wound up a two-day election 
road show to the Free State and Northwest by saying the 
image of the African National Congress was in “tatters”. 
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The ANC could not take the pressure it had been so 
good at creating before last year’s election, he told about 
400 people at a meeting in Rustenburg in the Northwest. 


"The it. ige of the ANC as a great rescuer of South 
Africa hangs in tatters," De Klerk said. Health services 
were in disarray, there was no delivery of promised 
houses and schools, crime was increasing and strikes 
were disrupting services. The ANC was unable to 
control its trade union allies and the civil service was 
heading for a crisis. 


The ANC should be stopped now from getting too much 
power. 


A belief was emerging across South Africa that things 
were better under an NP government and that the NP 
was the best party to secure a good future. The NP, with 
a substantial support base in each population group, was 
the most representative and non-racial party in South 
Africa, De Klerk claimed. 


The ANC still looked at S suth Africa through "apartheid 
glasses" with its leader Nelson Mandela at pains to 
address the needs of different races. "Why must whites 
be reassured? We are all South Africans,” he said. 


The ANC had a guilty conscience because it wanted to 
grab all power and did not like protection of minorities 
or federalism. It also wanted to "trip up" big business. 


It was NP policies implemented by the government of 
national unity that had given South Africa its highest 
level of business confidence in a decade. 


The NP was the only party able to challenge the ANC, 
"and that’s what we are going to do", said De Klerk. 


Plays Down Tension With Mandela 


MB1010182495 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
10 Oct 95 pp 1, 3 


[Report by Mondli Makhanya] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy President F W de 
Klerk yesterday played down tensions between himself 
and President Nelson Mandela, saying instead that the 
Government of National Unity [GNU] is functioning 
reasonably well. 


"Although our role is sometimes difficult and frustrat- 
ing, the National Party was not planning to pull out of 
the GNU,” De Klerk told the annual general meeting of 
the Steel and Engineering Industries Federation. 


"My party and I are committed to making a success 
of the Government of National Unity in the spirit, and 
within the framework, prescribed by the Constitution,” 
De Klerk said. 
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Warning of a “looming confrontation" in KwaZulu- 
Natal "which had the potential of exploding into some- 
thing much more serious", De Klerk slammed the ANC 
and the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] for allegedly drag- 
ging their feet in seeking a solution to the conflict in that 
province. 


He said the conflict was being worsened by the fact 
that the IFP wanted too much from the international 
mediation agreement while the ANC had simply turned 
its back on it. 


"I am convinced that this problem can be resolved 
through negotiations, good faiti, and the implementation 
of existing and ample provision in the present constitu- 
tion,” he said. 


"But this will happen only if a renewed commitment by 
all relevant political leaders to solve the problem can be 
achieved," De Klerk said. 


He reiterated his call for firm action against crime and 
charged that the Community Safety Plan was not being 
implemented with the fervour it deserved. He said that 
aside from social upliftment and more effective policing, 
the judicial system needed to get tougher on criminals. 


"We need to upgrade the judicial system. Cases take 
too long to come before the courts and there are too 
many postponements. Releases of criminals should also 
be closely watched," he said. 


In an apparent broadside at the ANC, De Klerk said the 
Constitution and its principles needed to be defended. 


"We must guard against centrist tendencies that seek to 
concentrate power in the hands of bureaucrats in Preto- 
ria and Cape Town, whether their target is the education 
system, private enterprise, the media or the manner in 
which local government conducts its business." 


He also warned against administrative disintegration in 
the provinces, saying the country should act to prevent 
the exodus of experienced and competent officials from 
the public sector. 


De Klerk, Sexwale Continue Verbal Sparring 


MB0810160395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1516 GMT 08 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Oct 8 
SAPA — Deputy President F W de Klerk was "play- 
ing the Trojan Horse" within the Government of Na- 
tional Unity [GNU], Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale 
said on Sunday [8 October]. Addressing delegates at the 
Southern Africa-Cuba Solidarity Conference in Johan- 
nesburg, Sexwale said De Klerk symbolised the nega- 
tive forces dragging the country backwards. "There are 
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forces throughout the National Party...that a:e pinned to 
right-wing forces. (These forces) represent the deepest 
darkness of the negating force," Sexwale charged. 


Reacting to De Klerk’s attack over the weekend, African 
National Congress provincial leader Sexwale also told 
reporters: "I would rather be a political lightweight than 
a racial heavyweight like De Klerk." 


De Klerk earlier called Sexwale as a "lightweight" who 
should be sent to a finishing school in Switzerland to 
learn manners. 


One would have to go to Switzerland, “where they 
have bank accounts", to learn mainers in dealing with 
“ones responsible for genocide", Sexwale said. But one 
could learn honesty in Swaziland elementary [words 
indistinct). 


De Klerk did not deserve all the credit for the negoti- 
ations which signalled the end of apartheid as he was 
forced in this direction by the situation in the country, 
Sexwale said. "He does not have the stamina to keep up 
the momentum for change,” Sexwale said. 


Some South African leaders have not adopted the spirit 
of the loser accepting his fate, Sexwale said, declining 
to name any such leaders. 


De Klerk became an obstacle in the GNU because "we 
handled his failure (in last year’s general elections) with 
kid gloves,” Sexwale said. 


The premier said government has been concentrating 
on its achievements, adding that “every positive has 
a negative". Government now needed to study the 
negative forces in society. 


Referring to recent wide-spread strikes by municipal 
workers and nurses, Sexwale said government was 
trying to balance the dichotomy between leaders who 
were part of government and those outside the power 
corridors. "It is not opportunistic to oppose government 
and give the enemy time to pass,” he said. 


Individuals, especially within the public sector, were 
taking advantage of workers’ legitimate demands to 
undermine the local government elections, Sexwale 
said. 


"But unions should challenge government in areas they 
fail — that covers the interest of the working class," 
Sexwale said. 


He said transformation was underway, but that it was 
difficult to organise the public sector because of the 
former government's opposition to trade unions. 
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Buthelezi Addresses Johannesburg Election Rally 


MBO0710172695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1421 GMT 07 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Oct 7 
SAPA — Not everyone in South Africa liked the 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] or shared its vision and 
policy, but at least people knew the party could be 
trusted, IFP leader and Home Affairs Minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi said on Saturday [7 October]. He was 
speaking in Johannesburg at the launch of his party’s 
local government election manifesto, titled "There’s no 
Community without Trust: Vote for the party you can 
trust...Vote IFP”. 


"I am sure everyone in South Africa, no matter how 
they regard us, know we can be trusted to stick to 
Our principles and to pursue them with courage and 
determination in any forum in which we develop our 
political action. I say this with pride, but also with the 
awareness of the very heavy political price which the 
IFP has paid in the past 20 years for not yielding to the 
rule of political expedience and opportunism." 


The IFP had paid an “enormous price" because it had 
opposed the armed struggle, liberation before education 
and the interim constitution which was the basis for 
the “present autocratic system”. "It is because of our 
ability to pay this price that I believe that the IFP can 
be trusted to pursue the goals of freedom, democracy 
and pluralism without compromises and short-cuts." 


He said voters since last year’s general elections had 
a choice between two value systems and two political 
parties — the IFP and the ANC, he said. "It is either 
the IFP or the ANC because when it comes down to the 
hard issues of the day, all that which is not the IFP ends 
up merging with ANC-controlled policies. I am sure the 
IFP is going to do well in these elections as the people 
are realising that after 17 months, delivery is nowhere 
in sight and that there may in fact be no delivery in 
the near future on the basis of the extravagant promises 
which were made to the electorate last year." 


On provincial and local autonomy, Buthelezi said many 
political parties had paid only lip service to local gov- 
ernment independence, while they remained "impotent 
and silent before the ANC’s daily attempts” to restrict 
this. 


Since the National Party became a junior partner in 
the government of national unity, it had not pursued 
policies different from those of the ANC. Nor had it 
objected to the many actions through which "autocratic 
and centralistic power of the ANC had consolidated 
itself...in fact they have aided and atxtted", Buthelezi 
said. 
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Referring to accusations the IFP was opposed to unity 
and nation-building, he said: "We support unity, but 
not uniformity. Unfortunately many political par- 
lies...understand unity to be uniformity and are not 
willing to let each community determine their own 
priorities.” 


Reiterates Demand for Federalism 


MB0810152395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1326 GMT 08 Oct 95 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Oct 8 
SAPA — Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] president and 
Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi on Sun- 
day urged the people of Gauteng to embrace feder- 
alism and the IFP during local elections. More than 
10,000 people dresseci in animal skins, Buthelezi t-shirts 
and carrying shields and traditional weapons toyi-toyied 
[protest dance] to Orlando Stadium in Soweto to the 
rally that was meant to pole-vault the IFP into people’s 
minds by November 1. Even whites, who chose not to 
don Zulu gear, showed up for the rally pledging support 
to the IFP and the notion of federalism. 


"Only a clear and resounding victory in the Province 
of Gauteng as well as all other provinces can send 
a meaningful sign that we as a party offer a better 
alternative to the status quo...,” Buthelezi told the crowd. 
He said it was important for the IFP to have a victory 
in Gauteng, but more important for the people of 
Gauteng to recognise their right to provincial power. 
"The fact is that the province of Gauteng as well as 
other provinces, including the Kingdom of KwaZulu/ 
Natal have been reduced to mere instrumentalities of 
the central government and have no autonomous power 
to make decisions on their own." 


Buthelezi said the IFP’s position on federalism was 
misunderstood. What they wanted was for provinces to 
have the same policy rights as in America, but not to 
secede from the Republic of South Africa. "When we 
talk about autonomy such as in a classical federation 
they (critics) twist this to mean that we want to secede.” 


Criticising the central government’s performance, 
Buthelezi said the government was spending 90 per 
cent of its budget on operating costs and only 10 per 
cent on services. 


He denied accusations that the IFP only represented 
Zulus. A white school teacher who had been an IFP 
card-carrying member for four years was proof of this. 
"It’s the only party that makes sense, federalism makes 
sense for our country’s multi-ethnicity,” the school 
teacher who refused to be named told SAPA. 
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Despite most of his speech focusing on platform party 
politics, Buthelezi said two issues needed to be ad- 
dressed at the local level. "Violence and crimes are a 
degencrative by-product of wrongs in our communities 
and for this reason we believe that the solution must 
rely on Community policing and direct community in- 
volvement.” 


Buthelezi also said taxi violence and lack of housing 
was a local enigma. "We are faced with the hard fact 
that because of centralised policy formulation, very few 
houses have been built to meet the great demands of 
our people,” he said. 


IFP Campaign Emphasizes Jobs, Crime, Services 


MB0710171895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1539 GMT 07 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Oct 7 
SAPA — Job creation, fighting crime and improved 
service — that’s the Inkatha Freedom Party’s [IFP] pri- 
orities for local government according to its manifesto 
launched in Johannesburg on Saturday. The IFP plans to 
contest the loca! government polls in all the provinces, 
except the Northern Province. 


The manifesto, titled “There’s no community without 
trust, vote for the party you can trust...vote IFP", sets 
out the party’s blueprint for effective local government. 


Noting unemployment hindered the ability of residents 
to pay for local government services, the IFP said local 
government could play a vital role in job creation. 
"However, efforts at local level should always be 
encouraged to first secure involvement in any job- 
creation plan coming from higher levels of government,” 
the manifesto said. 


Initiatives proposed by the party include an audit 
of local laws and by-laws to eliminate regulations 
which inhibit business activity and the setting up of 
a local business commission made up of business 
representatives to help formulate “enterprise friendly 
actions by local government”. 


On crime prevention, the IFP said local government 
should bolster national and provincial initiatives. As 
policing was not a local government competence, com- 
munities should lobby national government to address 
the shortcomings of the country’s law and order insti- 
tution. However, the IFP, through provincial funding, 
would establish a crime commission in each commu- 
nity where it was necessary. Its role would include: 


— establishing and maintaining information records on 
Criminals and their activities; 
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— making Community contributions on appointments or 
transfers of senior police in their area; 


— offering anti-crime education to communities; and 


— the planning, rehabilitation and resocialisation of 
released criminals. 


Buthelezi told supporters widespread crime and the 
breakdown of law and order were the direct conse- 
quences of "centralised management of police functions, 
and the refusal of the ANC to implement the division of 
competence on pulice matters promised in the interim 
constitution”. 

"Because provinces do not have autonomy on police 
matters we are now faced with the situation that it 
becomes difficult to implernent police functions at 
local government level. We are convinced that the 
restoration of law and order in our country must begin 
at community level through community policing and 
that policing should become a primary local government 
function.” 

A third priority remained improved services, whereby 
the IFP would initially prioritise the needs of clean wa- 
ter, electricity supply, good roads, affordable transport 
and the provision of decent housing. 


The IFP also launched its “Candidates’ Contract with the 
Community’, a six-point pledge adopted and signed by 
all IFP candidates, which committed them to community 
accessibility, efficiency and honesty. 


Ramaphosa Reacts To Buthelezi’s Comments 


MBO0810175095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1703 GMT 08 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Oct 8 
SAPA — Attacks on government over crime levels 
from Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP] leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi and National Party leader FW de Klerk were 
unwarranted as both are Cabinet members, African 
National Congress general secretary Cyril Ramaphosa 
said on Sunday [8 October]. 


He was referring to Buthelezi describing crime as “a 
degenerative by-product of wrongs in our communities” 
during Sunday’s rally at the Orlando Stadium in Soweto. 


"Both Buthelezi and De Klerk (as Cabinet members) 
have ample opportunity to make constructive sugges- 
tions on ways and means of uprooting the scourge of 
crime in our country.” 

Referring to Buthelezi’s suggestion that community 
policing was the only way to fight crime, Ramaphosa 
said KwaZulu/Natal was the province with the least 
community policing forums. 
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Former MK, APLA Cadres Appointed Generals 


MB0610154695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1501 GMT 6 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) PRETORIA Oct 6 SAPA — 
Eleven former members of political militias had so far 
been appointed generals in the South African National 
Defence Force [SANDF], Deputy Defence Minister 
Ronnie Kasrils said in Pretoria on Friday [6 October]. 


They were among 1,300 officers selected from 14,600 
former Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of the Nation; 
ANC military wing — MK) and Azanian People’s 
Liberation Army [APLA) cadres already integrated with 
the SANDF, Kasrils told a conference at the University 
of South Africa. 


As of October 3, the officer group also comprised 17 
brigadiers, 51 colonels, 114 lieutenant-colonels, {words 
indistinct] and 867 junior officers. 


"This really represents the most impressive affirmative 
action that has taken place in the country,” Kasrils 
said. "No other ministry or government department can 
compare.” 


Transforming the defene force was, however, not 
without problems, he s7id. Some within the SANDF 
believed that racial discrimination in the force persisted, 
while others feared a lowering of standards. “Without 
exception, all fear rationalisation and the loss of jobs 
and careers.” 


Kasrils said parliament and its defence committees often 
showed suspicion of the defence community, worrying 
that change might not be real and that the Defence 
Ministry was being seduced or taken for a ride by the 
generals. 


To address the issue of perception and attitudes, a 
ministerial task group on civil education for the military 
had been set up. 


"This is not a case of supposed political commissars 
instructing military officers what to do, but rather a 
programme to assist the military,” Kasrils said. 


On budgetary constraints, he said South Africa's de- 
fence spending was at present 2.1 per cent of the gross 
domestic product, which fell between that of Namibia 
at 2.2 per cent and Zambia at 2.1 per cent. 


About 73 per cent of the defence budget was taken up 
by day-to-day running costs such as food, fuel, mainte- 
nance and salaries. This meant that not enough money 
was available for renewing or replacing equipment. 
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U.S. Objections Over Cul Called ‘Puzzling’ 


MB1010182295 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
10 Oct 95 p 10 


(Editorial] 
[FBIS Transcribed Text] We fail to understand why the 


nature of South Africa’s relationship with Cuba should 
be a matter to be influenced by the United States. 


Even more puzzling is the stance of some in our 
own country who seem to think that South Africa’s 
role on the international stage is merely to dance to 
Washington’s tune. 


The first thing to accept is that South Africa is a 
sovereign country. It therefore has every right to choose 
its friends without tutelage from the U.S. or anyone else. 


The issue has come to the fore again in the wake of 
the Southern Africa-Cuba Solidarity Conference at the 
weekend, and the decision of Gauteng to forge closer 
links with Cuba’s Havana province. 


We are surprised that some of our compatriots who 
are against South Africa having links with Cuba are 
citing such a spurious reason as the fear of offeading 
Washington. 


We would have hoped that the days when one country, 
by virtue of its size or strength, can dictate to others 
whom to befriend and whom not are over. As has been 
observed elsewhere, swch attitudes are a relic of the Cold 
War da~s when the so-called major powers heid sway 
over relations between countries. 


America, being a country so concerned about the free- 
dom of peoples, should have no difficulty in understand- 
ing the offensiveness of trying to turn South Africa into 
a kind of vassal state. 


South Africa does not choose America’s friends for it. 
America, if it believes in the equality of nations, should 
not attempt to choose South Africa’s allies. 


South African Press Review for 10 Oct 
MB1010104595 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 
BUSINESS DAY 


Parties Engaging in ‘Mudslinging’ — “That the local 
government ¢:cction has taken on the aspect of a mini- 
general election is clear from the volumes of mud party 
leaders are hurling at their opponents,” begins a page-14 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 10 October. "Voters are being asked to cast their 
ballots not on the basis of local issues, nor on the policy 
platforms of candidates, but on the strength of parties’ 
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records in the governmeni of national unity. And this 
too often boils down to rather childish attacks on rival 
leaders.” According to the editorial, the parties and their 
candidates must forget this “inflammatory rh:ioric” and 
focus on the real issues. "The gravest danger facing all 
parties is that of voter ignorance and apathy, both as to 
why they should vote on November | and what the” 
are voting for. There is a real prospect of a poor poll 
turnout, which will not enhance the legitimacy of the 
new councils. It is vital that voters know what they 
can reasonably expect from their representatives, and 
understand their own responsibilities in building viable 
third-tier rule.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Local Elections -— Voter ignorance and apathy are 
among the reasons the page-6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 6 October cites for 
postponing the local government elections. People do 
not “believe the local polls will change their lives in any 
way.” According to the editorial, however, the ANC and 
the National Party are intent on holding the elections on 
schedule. "It is all wrapped up in the mumbo jumbo of 
completing the transition to democracy by electing local 
councils.” But, THE CITIZEN warns, the public will not 
be fooled by elections just for elections’ sake. "We have 
no doubt that, as happened with the general election, 
the local elections will be declared free and fair, despite 
any irregularities. But an increasingly cynic?’ public will 
this time not accept the outcome as free and fair if it 
isn’t. And if it isn’t, democracy will sufier rather than 
be enhances.” 


SOWETAN 


Truth Commission Nominees —- "We must express seri- 
ous worry about the low number of blacks nominated" 
to the Truth Commission, begins a page-10 editorial 
in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 10 Octo- 
ber. According to reports, less than one-third of the 185 
nominees are from the black community. "This com- 
mission will be dealing with an important part of our 
past that affects, by and large, more blacks than whites. 
As blacks, we will be shirking our responsibility if we 
do not ensure that our views feature more prominently 
in the commission.” 


South African Press Review for 11 Oct 
MB1110112195 

{[FBIS Editorial Report} 

SOWETAN 


Gauteng Land Allocation — "The Gauteng Government 
will receive our fulsome praise if they deliver on the 
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proposals to spend R225 million [tands} to provide 
land sites in the region,” says a page-12 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 11 October. 
The plan to develop 16 areas “comes at a time when 
Cities in the region are deteriorating into sii.ms similar 
to what is happening in South America." SOWETAN 
hails the proposal as “one of the best things to come 
out of the Gauteng region recently. It will also help a 
spreading probleri of desperate people invading land 
near the homes of other people who become jusi as 
desperate to protect themselves.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Rural Local Government — “The last-minute parlia- 
mentary scramble to find a broadly acceptable model 
of rural local government is an indictment of the over- 
whelming urban bias in South African politics,” says 
a page-18 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 11 October. "Given that nearly half the 
country’s population lives in the countryside, it is crazy 
that the Local Government Transition Act is silent on 
rural areas. The proclamation setting up structures for 
which the rural millions may vote on November | is 
barely two months old.” The Inkatha Freedom Party 
is demanding ex-officio membership in local councils 
for traditional ‘eaders and has proposed “proportional 
representation for transitional local councils, the dis- 
trict and tribal areas, as well as guaranteed seats for all 
chiefs." According to the editorial, proportional repre- 
sentation “carries thie danger of gross overrepresentation 
on couricils with a tiny and stagnant revenue base.” On 
the positive side, however, it may mean that Inkatha 
will throw open no-go areas in its rural KwaZulu/Natal 
stronghold to free political organisation and campaign- 
ing. That would be a crucial concession.” The editorial 
contends that Inkatha’s demands will have to be ac- 
commodated. “This means conceding the principle of 
local government ‘asymmetry,’ in terms of which the 
province’s unique character will find expression in a 
unique system of third-tier rule. The new local govern- 
ment law currently on the drawing board must provide 
for this.” 
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BEELD 


IFP Behavior ‘Provocative’ — “The circus earlier 
this week when the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
bulldozed its federal constitutional proposals through 
the KwaZulu/Natal Legislature is a disgrace to South 
African politics and will only lead to increased ten- 
sion in that province,” warns a page-12 editorial in 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 5 October. "The 
proposals create the impression that they are more than 
mere federalism, and place the province on the puih 
to secession.” The IFP’s attempts to force its policies 
over on parties “does not bring solutions, but causes 
new problems.” If the IFP continues to practice this 
technique, the editorial adds, "smaller groups will have 
every reason to rise up against the Zulu extremism 
being forced on the province and turn to the central 
government for protection. We hope common sense 
prevails.” 


ANC-COSATU Summit ‘in Nation’s Interest’ — "The 
ANC’s request for an urgent summit with its trade 
union ally, COSATU (Congress of South African Trade 
Unions], to discuss the recent wave of strikes and 
undisciplined behavioi during mass action will cause 
unease on both sides,” says a page-8 editorial in BEELD 
on 6 October. “To call one’s enemy to account is 
often easier than arguing with one’s brother." According 
to the editorial, COSATU could question whether the 
ANC wants to deny the trade unions their democratic 
rights. The ANC could counter that the damage caused 
by strikes “reflects badly on the ANC’s ability to 
govern” and harms investor confidence. “These are 
sensitive issues, and that is probably why a discussion 
as necessary as this one has been postponed for so 
long.” The editorial concludes: "If the ANC was able to 
keep its supporters in relative check through the years 
of struggle, it ought to be able to do the same again, 
particularly now that it is in the nation’s interest.” 


is prohibited without permissior of the copyright owne:s. 


10 WEST AFRICA 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Government Reassures Population of Security 


AB1010211795 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 10 Oct 95 


[Government communique issued in Abidjan on 10 
October] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Persistent reports say that prob- 
able incidents are to take place today and in the coming 
days, the objective being to prevent circulation of the 
working population and public traffic and thus paralyz- 
ing several cities, notably, Abidjan. In the face of such 
a Situation, the government hereby reassures the work- 
ing people of its determination tc ‘= 3/' the necessary 
measures to assure the securi!y oi “«:.ons and goods 
in all circumstances. Indeed, «'¢ d f° ore, which is a 
law-abiding state, cannot inde » ‘ly >lerate the use of 
illegal means as a mode of ea; — on for presenting 
grievances. The public is therefore called upon to re- 
main calin and to go about their normal business. The 
public order will be safeguarded. 


The government takes this opportunity to call on all 
citizens who feel concerned about the harmonious 
development of Cote d'Ivoire, to abide by the laws of 
the Republic, and to observe a national discipline that 
only can help safeguard social peace in our country. 


Opposition Plans Demonstrations From 16 Oct 


AB1110102395 Abidjan LE REPUBLICAIN IVOIRIEN 
in French 1] Oc: 95 p 3 


[Article by Meite Sindou: "The Opposition Amplifies 
Its Pressure” 


FBIS Translated Text] Pressure from the street intensi- 
fies to back the withdrawal of the electoral code pro- 
mulgated by the Bedie regime on 27 December 1994. 
Yesterday, peaceful demonstrations scheduled by the 
Rally of Republicans [RDR] degenerated. The conta- 
gion spread very quickly to Plateau, Adjame, and Port- 
Bouet where clashes took place and many shops and 
businesses shut up their doors. 


A communique from the Republican Front announces 
that beginning Monday, 16 October, "split-group 
demonstrations” will take place throughout the country, 
and this will continue everyday — which is something 
new — “until further notice” Thus, throughout the 
country, activists from the RDR, the Ivorian Popular 
Front [FPI), and Union of Democratic Forces will 
organize peaceful marches and sit-ins. 


Within a week of the electoral farce, which Bedie 
has scheduled for 22 October to legitimize his p>wer 
and end an uncomfortable interim position, millions of 


FBIS-AFR-95- 196 
11 October 1995 


Ivorians will display their determination to fight the 
discriminatory eiection rules by occupying the streets. 
The Republican Front wants these demonstrations to be 
peaceful, like all means of democratic expression. There 
is no doubt, however, that the high command of the 
gendarmerie and police wil! not want to see it that way. 
Like they did on 2 October, they will try to repress the 
scheduled marches and sit-ins, thus plunging the whole 
country into an atmosphere of urban guerrilla warfare. 


In fact, this watchword shows clearly that the negou- 
ations, which candidate Bedie began with the FPI and 
RDR to throw dust into the eye otf the public, has failed. 
The opposition is, therefore, resorting to the only av- 
enue left to it by the autocratic authorities governing 
the country — the streets. So 16 October and the ensu- 
ing days promises to be exciting for the Bedie regime. 


Niger 


Tauregs Remain Divided; Premie’ «n Shooting 


LDO710113795 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 7 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Niger the long-standing 
Tuareg rebellion has failed in its attempt to come 
together on a common course. The meeting being held 
between the various factions since 25 September proved 
unsuccessful ang the divisions remain. This complicates 
the implementation of the peace agreement signed with 
the government last April and is far from conducive to 
the return of security. 


This is not so much the fault of the rebels as of 
the highway robbers entrenched in the north of the 
country. The problem is that the Army sometimes 
mistakes civilians for bandits and then blunders like last 
Tuesday's in Agadez will happen. This is how Niger 
Prime Minister Hama Amadou explained it to Muriei 
Pomponne: 


[Begin Amadou recording} There is a residuai insecurity 
caused by peopl: acting under the cover of the rebellion 
who have no qualms about going into the town of 
Agadez to commit murder. 


When I travelled down there the local people told 
me that the state must do something about it. We 
strengthened security measures. 

Unfortunately, a mistake occurred, a genuine mistake. 
A number of people were stopped for questioning. 
They did not respond <wiftly 2nd when they suddenly 
teok their hands out of their pockets, the soldiers, 
the republican guardsmen, opened fire and two peopie 
were killed. Later it turned out that they were innocent 
Civilians. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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People who live in a constant state of alert and are 
regularly the target of attacks are liable to make such 
mistakes. 


Nevertheless, as befits a state of law, the necessary 
investigations and procedures will be carried out to 
prevent a repetition of this kind of mistake. [end 
recording] 


No-Confidence Motion Against Government Started 


AB0610154095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 6 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Motion of no confidence against 
the government of Prime Minister Hama Amadou: We, 
the undersigned, hereby submit the following vote of no 
confidence against the government of Prime Minister 
Hama Amadou. This action is in conformity with 
the Constitution of the Republic of Niger, which was 
adopted on 28 December 1992, and promulgated by 
Decree No. 93-002- PRN issued on 22 January 1993, in 
particular Article 88 which stipulates that the National 
Assembly can question government action through a 
vote of no confidence. Such a motion can only be 
submitted if it is signed by at least one-tenth of the 
membership of the National Assembly. 


Article 89 stipulates that when the National Assembly 
adopts a motion of no confidence or if it disapproves 
a government’s general policy statement, the prime 
minister must submit the government’s resignation to 
the president of the Republic. We have just submitted 
this motion of no confidence against the government of 
Prime Minister Hama Amadou. 


The need to file this no confidence motion results from 
the observations we have made about the management 
of the government team and its organs. Indeed, since 
the establishment of the fourth government of the Third 
Republic, the prime minister, his team, and his gov- 
ernment’s organs have continued to make decisions de- 
signed to jeopardize the life of the nation; to weaken 
national cohesion and unity; to question our country’s 
dearly regained democratic process; to expose the Re- 
publican nature of the state to the greed of putschists; to 
deliberately violate all constitutional provisions; to stifle 
all democratic freedoms, particularly those of the me- 
dia; to flatly monopolize public media such as the tele- 
vision, the radio, and LE SAHEL newspaper; to install 
a true police state with all its numerous (?consequences) 
such as police (harassment) of peaceful citizens, and 
the intimidation of journalists and politicians, the mon- 
itoring of telephone conversations, physical and moral 
repression, and the terrorizing of the rural and urban 


populations. 
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They have also set up a political opposition, restored 
and encouraged exclusion, and marginalized opposition 
party members in the recruitment, transfer, and appoint- 
ments of civil servants. They have marginalized busi- 
nessmen who they have been blacklisted and prevented 
from participating in public tenders. The government 
has refused to pay them and continues to harass them 
daily. 


The government continues to oppress high school and 
university students in violation of university franchise. 
It has violated the Constitution within the framework of 
the [words indistinct] which occurred on (76 July). The 
security forces have occupied the headquarters of public 
corporations and have expelled many militari directors 
who were duly appointed and installed at the head of 
these corporations. 


The government has despised human rights, as well as 
the labor rights of workers and civil servants. It has also 
flatly despised all Republican principles as well as the 
principles of democracy and common life. 


For all those reasons and more, we believe that a vote 
of no confidence must be passed against the government 
of Prime Minister Hama Amadou. We call on all other 
parliamentarians to join us in approving this motion. 


Ruling Majority Defeats Motion 


AB0910110095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 9 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A no-confidence motion — 
the fourth initiated against the government in Niger 
since the 1993 legislative elections — was examined 
and defeated by the 46-member ruling parliamentary 
majority yesterday. This outcome was expected because 
after proposing the vote right at the opening of the 
second regular session of the National Assembly on 
6 October, all the opposition assemblymen walked out 
of the meeting in protest against the rejection of their 
request that the speaker, who is currently attending the 
94th inter-Parliamentary Union conference in Bucharest, 
be present at the deliberations. 


The parliamentary opposition criticized this mission un- 
dertaken on the eve of deliberations on this motion by 
denouncing the composition of the delegation led by 
Mahamadou Issoufou. In short, the parliamentary oppo- 
sition demanded a postponement of the debate on the 
motion — a demand which is, in the opinion of the 
ruling majority, a diversionary maneuver. For the rul- 
ing majority, indeed, the absence of the speaker of the 
National Assembly was in line with the strict implemen- 
tation of a timetable that was previously made known 
to every member of the assembly. The absence of the 
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speaker could not disrupt the proceedings of this session 
since, according to the order of precedence, the first 
deputy speaker stands in for Mahamadou Issoufou in 
his absence. Moreover, Chapter 5 of Article 100 of the 
tules of procedure stipulates that when discussions on 
a no-confidence motion have been initiated, they must 
continue until voting takes place. The ruling majority 
decided to implement this regulation to the letter. The 
result is therefore known: 46 votes against and 0 in favor 
since, it will be recalled, the parliamentary opposition 
boycotted the proceedings. 


Another question now is if — following what happened 
yesterday afternoon — the opposition deputies will take 
part normally in the proceedings of this session which 
is essentially devoted to the budget. The question is 
without answer for the meantime. On the other hand, it 
is known that the executive bureau-redress committee 
faction of the Niger Alliance for Democracy and Social 
Progress-Zaman Lahiya parliamentary group did not 
take part in yesterday’s vote for the simple reason that 
this group was dissolved due to its own internal crisis. 
[passage omitted] 


Nigeria 


Prominent Opposition Figure Killed in Lagos 


AB0710130295 Paris AFP in English 
1037 GMT 7 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Oct 7 (AFP) — A 
leading figure in Nigerian politics, known for his 
opposition to the military regime, has been shot dead, 
Nigerian newspapers reported Saturday [7 October]. 


Chief Alfred Oritsewehimi Rewane, 79, a prominent 
personality in the southwest of the country and known 
to support the opposition, was gunned down Friday in 
Lagos, the papers said. 


Police said at least five killers burst into his home Friday 
morning in Ikeja, a residential district in northern Lagos, 
rolled him up in a sheet and pumped several bullets 
into his chest, the independent GUARDIAN newspaper 


reported. 


Chief Rewane died of his injuries shortly after being 
rushed to a hospital near his home. 


Police said they did not know the motives for the 
murder but some papers, including the independent AM 
NEWS AND TRIBUNE, were not ruling out a political 
assassination. 
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Opposition Leader Urges Armed Struggle 
ABO0910201095 Paris AFP in English 
1805 GMT 9 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 9 Oct (AFP) — The 
Nigerian writer and opposition leader Wole Soyinka 
called for an "armed campaign" to oust the nation’s 
military regime, according to an interview published 
Monday [9 October] in the independent weekly THE 
NEWS. 


"I don’t see any peaceful solution to the crisis — an 
armed campaign against the regime and its collaborators 
has become necessary. And I say this with all sense of 
responsibility," he said from his exile home in London. 


The 1986 Nobel prize-winning author said head of state 
General Sani Abacha should not be allowed to remain 
in power for a further three years during the country’s 
scheduled transition to democratic rule. "We shall use 
all means necessary" to force Abacha out, he said. 


"It is quite possible that we may be witnessing the 
beginning of a civil war if these characters, Abacha and 
his goons, insist on continuing their act of subverting 
the will of the people," he added. 


On October 1, Abacha said in a speech marking 
Nigeria’s 35th anniversary of independence that the 
military regime would stay in power for three more 
years before handing over to a civilian president on 
October 1, 1998. ‘ 


Soyinka said he would soon be meeting a number of 
African heads of state and government, including South 
African President Nelson Mandela, to press for them to 
isolate Nigeria. He also plans to attend a Commonwealth 
heads of state summit in Auckland in December at the 
head of a Nigerian opposition group. 


"We have tried dialogue, we have tried demonstrations, 
we have tried strikes, ai.7 we got nothing of all these. 
In every struggle, there comes a time when you have 
to review your struggle," he said. "His (Abacha’s) God 
has hardened his heart and with that he has closed all 
options for a peaceful resolution of this crisis." 


Soyinka recently launched the European branch of 
the opposition National Liberation Council of Nigeria 
(NALICON), although the organisation has so far not 
made itself widely known. He said that “at the appro- 
priate time and place, those whose services are required 
shall be contacted by the Council. A lot of them — taxi- 
drivers, farmers, teachers and students — have already 
Signed up, requesting they be called when the move- 
ment needs them." 
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Government Commutes Sentences of Coup Plotters 


AB1010220695 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 10 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] [Aderiye] The Federal Govern- 
ment has released details of the sentences to be served 
by the convicted coup plotters following the commutal 
of the original death sentences. At a world news con- 
fercnce in Abuja today, the minister of information and 
culture, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, said four key officers had 
their sentences commuted to life imprisonment. Cori_- 
spondent Issufu Addy, has the details: 


[Begin recording] [Addy] [video shows information 
minister addressing the news conference] Information 
and Culture Minister Dr. Walter Ofonagoro said the of- 
ficers, whose death sentences were commuted to life im- 
prisonment are ex-Major Akinloye Akinyemi, Colonel 
Lawan Gwadabe, Colonel Oloruntoba, and Colonel 
Bello Fadile. Ten others, who were to have served life 
imprisonment and death sentences are to spend 25 years 
in jail. Among them include Lieutenant Colonel Happy 
Bulus and Major General Shehu Musa Yar’ Adua. Eigh- 
teen others had their sentences re“uced to 15 years. 
Among them are General Olusegun Obasanjo, Dr. Beko 
Ransome-Kuti, and Mrs. Chris Anyanwu. Dr. Ofon- 
agoro said the Provisional Ruling Council has approved 
the sentences which have since commenced. The infor- 
mation and culture minister said the independence an- 
niversary broadcast of the head of state is a testimony of 
the government’s commitment toward putting in place 
a durable democracy. He pointed out that the three-year 
transition timetable is realistic and called on the media 
and the general public to cooperate with the government 
in this direction. 


Some of the key issues of the broadcast, which the 
minister said would engender peace and harmonious 
coexistence, include rotational power sharing, a realistic 
revenue allocation formula, intention to create states 
and local governments and proportional representation 
in government from the National Assembly. 


Dr. Walter Ofonagoro then called on the Western media 
and those at home to desist from negative criticisms. He 
said the present government, has through measures and 
programs so far, fulfilled its promise to return the nation 
to normalcy and lay a solid foundation for a durable 
democracy. [end recording] 


[Aderiye] Two officers have been retired from the 
service. They are Colonel Olu Craig and Lieutenant 
Colonel D.A.D. Usman. Colonel J. Issa was discharged 
and acquitted. 
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Abiola’s Wife Criticizes Regime’s Activities 


MS0510122695 London THE TIMES in English 
5 Oct 95 p15 


{Report by Inigo Gilmore, incorporating interview with 
Nigerian opposition leader Chief Abiola’s ‘senior’ wife 
Kudirat, in Lagos; date not given: "Wife of Jailed Abiola 
Defies Military Regime’s Watchdogs"; all names as 
published] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A lone police car, parked near 
5-7 Moshood Abiola Crescent, monitors the comings 
and goings around the clock at the Lagos address. 
Nigeria’s best-known opposition figure may be under 
lock and key hundreds of miles away, but the military 
leadership keeps a watchful eye on his family and 
friends. 


The high-walled mansion in the Ikeja district with two 
swimming pools, innumerable bedrooms and a dining 
room the size of a cruise ship has a ghostly feel. 
Chief Moshood Abiola’s face beams out from life- 
size photographs in the airy corridors and prominently 
displayed freedom awards indicate his international 
Stature. For his three official wives — there are said 
to be many more — and the gaggle of children and 
friends who live at the address, life has been turned 
upside down. 


Elegantly attired in a traditional head wrap and matching 
dress, Kudirat, 44, became the chief's senior wife three 
years ago. These days, the mother of six says, she also 
lives like a prisoner: visiting friends and supporters are 
seized and threatened by police, she never ventures out 
after dark for fear of assassination, and three months 
ago the household’s ten telephone lines were cut off. 


The former businesswoman has emerged as the voice of 
her multi-millionaire husband, who has been silenced. 
He has been under house arrest in Abuja, the capital, 
since he was charged with treason for declaring himself 
President after the 1993 election, which he was widely 
believed to have won, was annulled by the military. 
She has battled in vain for him to gain access to 
television, radio and newspapers, protested against his 
maltreatment and highlighted his deteriorating health. 
On her last visit almost a year ago, he cracked his spine 
during a tussle with his guards. The family doctor, who 
has been refused access for several months, reported this 
year that Chief Abiola was finding it difficult to walk 
or see. 


This week’s speech by General Sani Abacha, Nigeria’s 
military ruler, was a blow to those who hope for the 
chief's release. General Abacha set out a detailed plan 
for a return to civilian rule but said Chief Abiola was 
not a political prisoner and his case was judicial. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Kudirat pointed out that the Government has refused to 
abide by three court rulings granting him freedom and 
she has urged the international community to impose 
heavy sanctions on the Abacha regime. Some West- 
ern diplomats said they would accept no transitional 
arrangements without the release of Chief Abiola. "This 
regime is devilish and I wonder how they can do such 
things to their own brothers and sisters," Kudirat said. 


It is a question many want answered. Since Gen- 
eral Abacha seized power in a bloodless coup nearly 
two years ago his administration has defeated trade 
unions, tortured journalists and human rights activists 
and cowed critics. In July, the Nigerian military regime 
shifted its focus from the fate of General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, the former head of state, and other convicted 
coup plotters, to cracking down on human rights ac- 
livists. Among those detained was Dr Beko Ransome- 
Kuti, the chairman of a human rights group campaign- 
ing for democracy, who has reportedly been subjected 
to electric shocks. 


Another leading dissident, Ken Saro-Wiwa, 53, began a 
hunger strike last month to protest against the conditions 
of his detention. The writer is being held in chains at a 
secret location. 


In Lagos, a handful of lawyers, journalists and others 
risk their lives by monitoring the Government’s rights 
violations and speaking out. Gani Fawehinmi, one of 
the leading opposition politicians behind bars has been 
detained 24 times, jailed twice and saw his son and two 
bodyguards shot and badly injured. 


Group Accuses UK of Arming Military Regime 


ABO0910222295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 9 Oct 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Home Office has been 
taken to task today by the British Refugee Council over 
the government’s attitude toward Nigerians seeking asy- 
lum. At a press conference this morning, the council 
launched a report titled, Beyond Belief, and its high- 
lights were this year’s major discrepancies in the way 
the Home Office sees the political situation in Nigeria 
after nearly 12 years of military rule. Taiwo Akilola 
is a member of the Nigerian Welfare and Monitoring 
Council who helped to write the report. When he came 
into our studio, Josephine Hazely asked him how many 
Nigerians had successfully applied for asylum in Britain 
in recent years. 


[Begin recording) [Akilola] In the last (?two) years 
alone, about 2,000 asylum seekers actually applied and 
only two were actually granted the asylum status and 
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that is bad enough. This has not been done because 
their cases are not genuine, but because the government 
policy ... [pauses] I mean there is a government policy 
that ail Nigerians who apply for asylum in this country 
are (?bogus), so they are not given fair treatment at all. 


[Hazely] Why do you think that the Government of 
Britain behaves like this toward Nigerian asylum seek- 
ers? Why? Why do you think [so]? 


[Akilola} I can only pray that there is no conspiracy go- 
ing on, because they are sending arms to the autocratic 
regime in Nigeria so, therefore, they cannot claim that 
they do not know what is going on, and the sort of tanks 
and at.munition they are sending down, they are not the 
sort of things we use as Christmas present in Nigeria. 
So, they know exactly what they are doing; and my un- 
derstanding of the situation is that they use the arms to 
demoralize Nigerians back home. Those who manage to 
come back are being demoralized again and sent back, 
so they are saying: keep quiet, there is no place to hide. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Strasser on Coup Plotters, Elections 


AB0910182595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 9 Oct 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] It is nearly a week now since 
the Sierra Leonean authorities announced that a coup 
plot had been foiled, and since then a number of military 
Officers have been taken into custody. Well, today, the 
head of state, Captain Valentine Strasser, made his first 
public statement about the failed coup to a group of 
foreign diplomats, and it was (?a rather) brief one, as 
our correspondent, Victor Sylver reports in this telex 
from Freetown: 


In a speech broadcast live on radio but which lasted just 
six minutes, Capt. Strasser confirmed that eight serving 
Officers in the military had planned to overthrow the 
government. He said that the officers involved would 
soon face a court martial and added, and I quote, I want 
to assure you that they will have the right to a fair trial. 


Capt. Strasser said that it was tragic that at a time 
when serving officers should be dealing with the threat 
posed by Foday Sankoh’s RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] rebels, some were plotting to overthrow the 
government. He assured the diplomats that elections 
would go ahead as planned, and that Sierra Leone would 
have a democratically elected civilian president next 
year. He urged all to go about their normal duties and 
prepare to vote for the party of their choice. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The speech has been seen here as an attempt to assure 
the international community of the government’s good 
intentions, and to seek the continued assistance of 
donor countries and agencies ahead of what promises 
to be Sierra Leone’s first free and fair elections in 
almost three decades. Capt. Strasser’s statement is also 


being interpreted here as a reinforcement of earlier 
pronouncements by the Ministry of Defense, and the 
Department of Information on the subject of the alleged 
coup plot, and a warning to any doubting Thomases that 
the government is taking the matter extremely seriously. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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